
Objective: The Passport to Global Markets program is 
designed to accelerate entry and expansion into global markets 
by preparing selected companies for a market visit via one of 
our partner agencies.

Program: This is an intensive 10-week program that leads 
to a comprehensive international growth strategy for your 
company. The program consists of 3 nonconsecutive days 
of customized training that combines panels, exercises, and 
one-on-one counseling with experts. In addition, selected 
companies will benefit from trade counseling with Virginia 
SBDC and partner agency trade specialists in between 
program days. The process leads to development of a detailed 
export plan and prepares companies for a trade mission with 
one of our partner agencies. 

Highlights include:
♦♦ Find the right financing tools for your company by meeting 

with trade finance experts
♦♦ Leverage U.S. tax incentives for exporters to reduce your tax 

rate by 50%  
♦♦ Meet with freight forwarders to find the right shipping 

solutions for your company
♦♦ Learn from other companies that have gone on trade 

missions
♦♦ Develop a detailed export plan
♦♦ Learn how to utilize Virginia’s Foreign Trade Zones
♦♦ Receive individualized counseling from multiple trade 

specialists
♦♦ And much more, as this program will be customized to your 

specific needs!

The Virginia SBDC Network is funded in part through George Mason University-Mason Enterprise Center and through a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.  

For additional inquiries, contact Aaron Miller 
at 703-277-7715 or amille2@gmu.edu

Passport to Global Markets

How to Apply

Go to www.virginiasbdc.org to sign up with 
your local SBDC office and apply for this 
selective program. Companies will be rated 
on the following criteria. 

1)Readiness to export 

2) Management commitment to the program.  

Venue: Mason Enterprise Center, 4031 
University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030. 

Dates: Three nonconsecutive days to be 
determined in Aug/Sep. Program duration 
will be 10 weeks. 

Cost: $250 

A small group of noncompetitive companies 
will be accepted.

An Export Acceleration Program Organized by Virginia SBDC


